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<KALIGARI-- NOL 
KALIGARI--GO!> 


<THIS IS AN INTERNAL 
PROBLEM, COMRADE KALIGAR! 


<I CHALL. THE 
WAY I HAVE ALU 
HANDLED THESE 
MATTERS.> 


ZABTROW, 
aL Wii 


<THERE, COMRADE 
6 D 


WORK INTERRUPTED! BY 
WHAT RIGHT GOYOu 
LAY HANOSON ME 


THA GOVERNMENT RUN AN 
AUTOPSY ON THAT BODY IT WASN'T, 
KOBRAG THEDEATH WAS 
FAKED. 


YOU LIE! HE PERIGHED IN BATTLE 
WITH THE MAN CALLED CAPTAIN 
ATOM 


— 
I DON'TGET THIS. 


DIONT KOBRA AND 


KALI? SHOULON'T 


—— 
\. ACCORDING TO THE 


RAVAN BOTH WORSHIP ' HUNGELF AS THE AVATAR OF 
HEY Be ALLIES? 4 


NO THuUGESS WORSHIP 
\ AND FEAR KALI 
ANT STRIVE, BY 
1 CHAOS, WHICH MEANSHEMUST — RITUAL MURDER, 
USHER INTHE KALI-YGA-~ 
THE 


\ REA, KOBRA NOW 


YOU HAVE YOUR TEAM. TIME To START 
THE NEXT PHASE OF THE PLAN AN? 
COMPLETE OUR ASSIGNMENTS, 


A QUARTER MILE FROM A 
STANONG START. THINK YOU CAN 
HURT A MAN WHO 
CAN'T BE HURT, 


oH UT] 


/ 
‘y 


‘IM GOING 7O BE WITH y 
YOU EVERY STEPOF THE } / 
WAY THIS TIME. 4 


ON TOPOF YOU, MAKING YOUR LIFE 
J \MISERABLE--ANZ YOU KNOW ICAN. 


QOUR BLUE TRINITY Fomeneweme HE <LAM TUREO OF WAITING ON 

HAS SUPEREPEED ApaiLy| | LOCATION! MY TROOPS YOU AND YOUR RED SHADOWS, 

SURELY THEY CAN S55 WILL ROUT THEM OUT! COMRADE ZASTROW. GINCE 

YOU WON'T LETME USE }OUR 

META-HUMANS, I'VE TAKEN 
PING GET COME 


THIS MY WAY. WHEN 
THETIME |S RIGHT, 
WE WILL ACT. > 


<I HAVE ENGAGED 
MADAME AMANZA WALLER 
AN? HER SUICIDE SAUAL. > 


OW Wi 


Be <Z AM NOT PLEA 


—~\ nessec wre, Je WITH HOW Moscow RAS 
MRADE KALIGAR'.,!> 


LET Us BRIEFLY REVIEW OuR AGREEMENT, 
ACCORDING TO YOUR MESSAGE, YOU AND 
YOUR SQUAT HAVE GONE FREELANCE 
OM AN INTERNATIONAL SCALE, YES?_ 


L WORKING FOR 


THE UNITED eTaTES 
GOT ME ACELLIN BELLE 


We'LL TAKE CAREOF YOUR PROBLEM FOR 

A MILLION DOLLARS, IN WEST GERMAN 

CURRENCY, THATS OUR USUAL FEE. 
U'LL GETA DIGCOUNT-- WE'RE 
RYING TO GET ESTABLISHED, 


YOU JUST GOING 
TO TAKE THIS GUFF 


IDEA, TURNER? BEST WE 


CAN DO RIGHT NOW IS PLAY THIS YW 


BY EAR, SO CHILL YOUR TEMPER, 


b _ POWN TO ABSOLUTE ZERO! Al 


ACCEPT MY WAGES. 


THEM 


AINAY, CAPTAIN 


YOU'VE PLAYED US 


4 
gee 
nace 
ABLEEDIN' MOVE 
WITHOUT His 


KNOWIN" IT! 


DOES KALIGARI 
REALLY BELIEVE WE 
NEED THOSE PASSPORTS 
OGET OUT OF THIG COUNTRY? 
BETWEEN UG, I CAN See 


ALRIGHT. SOFAR 
ITS ALL ACCORDING TO PLAN. 
YOU GOT YOUR ASGIGNMENTS. 
(GET MOVING-- WE DON'T HAVE 
MUCH TIME AND THERES 
LOTS TO Do, 


REMEMBER--STICK 
OTHE PLAN AND ACT ASA 
TEAM LIKE YOU BEEN DoiNe. 
OVERPLAY YOUR HAND AND 
KALIGARI WILL CHOP I 
OFF. ZASTROW WiL| 


KMENTALLY-HE IS. 


SHUDDER TO THINK WHAT HE'D BE 
LIKE WITH A DRUG HABIT! > 


WHY DID ZASTROW HAMMER AN? 
BOTHER BRINGING ME? ; 
DOES HE GAY, "BOLSHO/ 
eS, . 
ME OTH 4 
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Yo, Squad-dudes! Are we having 
fun yet? Yeah, metoo. This issue we're 
going to be reading mail from issues 
#38 and #39 to make room next month 
for the zillion letters we got on #40. 
Here goes... 


To the Tellers of the Tiger's Tale, 
SUICIDE SQUAD #38 was the 
issue that, deep down inside, Suicide 
‘Squad fans were waiting for, whether 
they realized it or not. Ben’s tale had 
to be told, to us as well as to Sarge 


kept locked deep inside. Amanda’s 
training may have enabled him to 
keep his anger in check, but all that’s 
undone at the story’s end. “Caging 
the Tiger” was a powerful story, and 
whatever the outcome next issue, 
please don't let Ben go the same route 
as Rick Flag. He and Mari are the 
main reasons I buy this book! Perhaps 
the sweeping changes that you're 
promising for the Squad will have 
something to do with the Bronze 
‘Tiger, so I'll just buckle my seat belt 
for the bumpy ride ahead... 

On a side note, I'd like to thank you 


Question? 

Great subplots this issue! I can't 
wait for the Squad’s clash with the 
Loa, and Jewelee’s pregnancy is an 
interesting turn of events. That 
single, tearful panel with Oracle was 
so eloquent, but, man, was it great to 
see Barbara Gordon again—wheel- 
chair or no! 


liked the art this issue much better 


outs than with John K. Snyder's, in 
my opinion. 

Yours till Amanda goes soft, 

Neil Ahlquist 

1100 Washington St. NE Apt. #2 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 

Neil, don’t worry about Ben too 


“Caging the Tiger”? 
confrontation with 


fal ‘character, and an asset to the 
Squad. 

But was his self-confrontation 
enough to bring this about? I hope 
after a period of adjustment he does 


finally, kudos to Bob Greenberger, 

who signed off this book showing 

exactly how involved and caring he 
was with the Squad. 

Melissa Page 

236 New Salem Loop 

Nortonville, KY 42442 

Melissa, as you've already seen, 

Ben’s still a major player in SUICIDE 

SQUAD. Next issue we'll get a 

glimpse of where his relationship 

with Mari McCabe/Vixen will be 


Boing. 

And consider Mr. Greenberger “ku- 
doed.” John and Kim sent him some 
themselves. 


Dear Dan, 

Whilst it was both entertaining and 
enlightening to be taken on a guided 
tour through Ben's life, the most sig- 
nificant events in SUICIDE SQUAD 
#38 were those foreshadowing what 
looks like the end of Amanda Waller's 
reign. The most important image, 
then, is that previewing the next 
issue, with the Wall in handcuffs. 
She's bluffed her way through one 
attempt to oust her from her position. 
but what you're saying is that this is 
the time she loses. 


designs his power 
Tm sure the Squad iteelf won't be dis 
mantled, yet we know you're dramati- 


DC COMICS INC. 
(656 Fits Aver, New York, NY 10103 


cally altering its profile—this theme 
of complete change runs through 
John’s books! At the same time, I 
can't see you changing the essence of 
the Squad, that which makes it differ- 
ent from other teams, its combination 
of being a group to do the govern- 


maybe, that’s exactly what you want 
to change. After all, it’s these ties to 
the powers that be that restrict the 
Squad and its members more than 
anything. To be, say,a rogue unitthat 
contracts itself out to do work would 
be one interesting possibility. 
Another would be to adopt a clearer 
outlaw status. Whatever, it's all 
speculation that will be confirmed or 
denied in the next few months, and 
T'm sure it will be, if nothing elae, 

al a 
Malcolm Bourne 
Ramsbottom, Lancashire 
England 

Absorbed. Malcolm? 


Dear Squad-Scribes, 

Being home from college for the 
holidays definitely has its advan: 
tages—like having the time to go 
through your comic book collection re- 
reading some of those great stories of 
months or years gone by. I just fe. 
ished reading the 
series which, as all Suicide ‘Squad 
fans know, contains the firs: appear 
ances of our favorite band of 
criminals and outcasts. Legends 
came out over three years ago, and the 
Suicide Squad is still going strong. 

From cover to cover, issue #38 was 
just plain excellent. But now you're 
promising sweeping changes—after 
three years of what I would call 
smashing success. People, Suicide 
‘Squad is not the X-Men! It will prob- 
ably never attain the fan status of 
that mutant soap opera, but the 
stories are of consistently high quali- 
ty, and are always un} In 
my area the Suicide Squad has a 
strong following of mature comic 
book readers, very few eleven- or 
twelve-year-olds. I just don't feel a 
major format or direction change will 
bring you a bevy of new readers. Ido 
believe that if you continue to produce 
the high-impact material that you 
have been over the past three years, 
you cannot help but expand your 
audience. I guess what I'm trying to 


say is that these changes you are 
alluding to are making me nervous. 

Looking at Legends, I never would 
have guessed that the concept of the 
Suicide Squad could have been taken 
so far and handled so well. As for the 
future, good or bad, you will be hear- 
ing from me. 


214 Wallace. Hall 
Indiana, PA 15705 
Well, Scott, as you can see, ae 
because we shook the Squad up, it 
doesn't mean we're turning our backs, 
on what makes this book successful. 
Frankly, those of us who have been 
with this book from #1 as fansorcrea- 
tors already know how good 
SUICIDE SQUAD is. If a shake-up 
and a Batman appearance get more 
People to read the book regularly with- 
out compromising the quality, I'll be 
the happiest boy in playland. Sodon't 
be nervous, man! 


Dear Good Guys, 

John Ostrander has really outdone 
himeelf with issue #38. A typical great 
issue and I have only one minor com- 
plaint: Just why is John doing this to 
all the “good guys” in the Squad? 
First it was Flag to go, now it’s Ben’s 
turn, and I guess Amanda’s gonna 
take the fall next issue. Incidentally, I 
have heard of “The Phoenix Gambit” 
and I can only hope that this is all 
part of John’s master plan to rebuild 


ever thought of writing a spy thriller? 

I bet he'd give Frederick Forsyth and 

Robert Ludlum a-real run for their 

money. 

Pepe Yong 

5A Lloyd Ra. 

‘Singapore 0923 

Hey, if you guys know any spy 

thriller fans who don't read comics, 

wait until next month, and sit them 

down with the entire “Phoenix Gam- 

bit.” John and Kim have done a 

masterly job plotting this thing; you 

might not realize it yet, but the twists 

and turns don’t stop until the last 
page of the last chapter. 


Dear Dan, Bob, and Co.; 

Re: SUICIDE SQUAD #38 

A few quick observations: 

1) I'm not so sure I'd be interested 
in SARGE STEEL anymore, after 
reading this issue. Faraday appears 
to have hit a sore spot on Steel, accus- 
ing his boss of being (gulp!) a racist— 
not directly accusing him, to be sure, 
but the implication weighs very 
heavily. Does Steel harbor any sort of 
jealousy toward Amanda and Ben? 


T'm afraid to even think about it. 


2) Gotta like the Loa. If Freddy - 


Krueger weren't a ghost, he’d prob- 
ably have gotten hip to this group's 
methods. Corporate terrorism. 
Sounds like the hip thing to do for 
criminal groups in the new decade. 
Got a solid, sinister ring to it, too. 

3) Bank on this: Barbara “Oracle” 
Gordon will sign up forthe new Squad 
before this calendar year is out. 

4) Yo, Faraday! Richard Dragon 
isn’t missing anymore! Turned up in 
the latest QUESTION to Igeae: ol 
No-Face’s new trainer? Look him up, 
why don't you? 

5) I wish I was playing “On The 
Dark Side” by John Cafferty and the 
Beaver Brown Band while reading 
this. Would make great soundtrack 
music if this were on TV, eh? Ben’s 
lost control and in the process broke 
Mari’s heart. And here I hoped we'd 
see a wedding this year in here...! 

6) Jewelee—pregnant?! HAVE 
MERCY! When was the last time a 
career villainess had a baby, ifever? 
A comics first! Yo, Punch! Time to 
sign up for Lamaze courses, unjess the 
Wall wants to help (and Baht now I 
doubt that very seriously) 

7) McDONNELL RULES! With 
THE PHANTOM about to wave good- 
bye, ‘how about having Luke as a DP 

Penciller) whenever 
Snyder can’ 't do an issue? (Maguire & 
Isherwood would be just as great. 
‘Check out possibilities for using the 
cover as a poster!) 

Later, dudes. 

Jacob Gilbert 
118 Fourth St., Apt. 1 
‘Troy, NY 12180 


Dear DC, 
I read in THE COMIC SHOP 


‘add to that with Jewelee’s preg- 
nancy. I hope next issue doesn’t try to 
tie up all the loose ends or it could end 
‘up being a real mess. It would also be 
more realistic to leave some things 
hanging, as that’s how it often 
happens in real life. A situation comes 
to an abrupt end and leaves things un- 
finished, and some outcomes unsure. 


It would also appear that you have 
finally admitted that Oracle is Bar- 
bara Gordon. That’s one loose end 
wrapped up, except none of the Squad 
have learned Oracle's identity. Sti 
you have dropped many hints to the 
eaders on Oracie’s identity, and last 
year’s BATMAN Annual told us she 
was Oracle. This issue, though, raises 
ae question of how Flo’s death will 

fect Barbara, ially consider- 
ne y the advice and friendship they 
had shared. Will Barbara continue to 
be Oracle? Whatever her decision, 
based on the experience with Flo, the 
Squad is being disbanded and she 
may not feel a need to serve a differ- 
ent group or person. 

Finally, the background on Ben 
was well done, and an in-depth look at 
ee Most, if not ail, of it fits 

ith the “Whatever Happened to 
Richard Dragon?” story in DC COM- 
ICS PRESENTS #39, from 1981, 
which I coincidentally read just 
before I got SS38. The only thing miss- 
ing was Barney Ling. Did CRISIS do 
away with this? Did Faraday ignore it 
as unimportant, or because he was 
unaware of it? And does it matter? 
Stephen Cade 
2728 14th St. NW 
Calgary, Alberta 

Stephen, Stephen ... I was hoping I 
could get through this column with- 
out having to mention Barney Ling 
and his secret agency, G.O.0.D. When 
I learned that even Denny O'Neil 
didn’t know what the heck G.0.0.D. 
stood for, I encouraged John and Bob 
to drop it and ol’ Barney from Ben’s 
origin. So, I guess, yeah, they were 
pre-Crisis. Somehow, during the 
Crisis, Barney woke up one morning 
and learned that he never existed in 
the first place. Funny thing about 
origin stories... 

And a final note to Brock Germain 
of Beaconsfield, Tesmania: G'day! I 
hope you're not too upset with the 
return of Captain Boomerang, a.k.a. 
Digger Harkness, and his ubiquitous 
Australian slang. John has been 
interested in spotlighting Boomer- 
butt for a while now, and, with Ozzie 
comics-writer David M. DeVries, has 
written “Grave Matters,” an in-depth 
look at Captain Boomerang’s early 
years, for SUICIDE SQUAD: 44, 

AND it’s going to be pencilled by 
Luke McDonnell and inked by Geof 
Isherwood, and that’s fair dinkum, 


fos 5 pelea lyre Garden 
that it’s really great, and that if you 


